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Lundbeck in Brief

We are an international pharmaceutical 
company specializing in central
nervous system disorders

� Founded by Hans Lundbeck in 1915

� An integrated company with core competencies in 
research, development, production, marketing and 
sales
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sales

� International presence with pharmaceuticals in more 
than 100 markets

� Marketed pharmaceuticals include treatments for 
Alzheimer’s disease, depression and anxiety, epilepsy, 
Huntington’s disease, insomnia, Parkinson’s disease, 
and schizophrenia

� Headquarters in Copenhagen, Denmark

� Approximately 5,900 employees in 56 countries 

� 2009 revenue: DKK 13.7 billion (approx. EUR 1.8 
billion/USD 2.6 billion)

The brain and spinal cord 
of vertebrates are known 
collectively as the central 
nervous system



Today, the business world and the international community 
are more and more working towards common goals

”Never before have the objectives of the
international community and the business
world been so aligned. Common goals,
such as building markets, combating
corruption, safeguarding the environment
and ensuring social inclusion, have resulted
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and ensuring social inclusion, have resulted
in unprecedented partnerships and
openness among business, government,
civil society, labour and the United Nations”

UN Global Compact 



And even interest representation is seen as an 
ligitimate part of a democratic system

”Interest representation is a legitimate part of a
democratic system. The European Commission, in its
effort to enhance public confidence, has established a
voluntary Register and adopted this Code of Conduct
to bring more transparency to interest representation,
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to bring more transparency to interest representation,
its actors and their activities.”

European Commission 



However – lobbying is still full of scandals
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Lif’s Lobby Code
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The Danish Association of the Pharmaceutical Industry



Why does the pharmaceutical industry have 
lobby activities?

Dialogue and negotiation is a completely natural thing in a democratic 
society where all views can be heard

Few industries are so regulated as ours
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Numerous laws and regulations affecting the pharmaceutical industry 
business conditions

Health Policy
Prices and reimbursements
Research and development
Registration of medicines
Drug safety 
Etc.



Why Lobby Code?

Reduce suspicion related to the industry's lobbying activities

Ensure the pharmaceutical companies always act trustworthy and 
decent
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The lobby code is another brick in the industries ethical codes and 
guidelines:

Cooperation agreement with doctors, pharmacists, generic producers 
and parallel importers
EFPIA and IFPMA Codes
Agreement on Clinical Research
Ethical rules for collaboration with patient associations
Hospital Code 



Purpose

Lobby activities are conducted in an open, honest, proper and 
credible way

Dialogue and negotiations with decision-makers are based on 
independence and transparency 
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independence and transparency 

Taking the lead as the first sector to implement a Lobbying Code in 
Denmark



Scope

The ethical rules apply for company representatives’ dialogue and 
negotiations with decision-makers at all levels: 

Danish Parliament
Regional Council
Town Council

10

Town Council
European Parliament



Disclosure of external consultants
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Focus areas in the lobby code

Openness
Full openness about who’s interest is represented by the company

Requirement for information
Information shall be kept up-to-date and not contain incorrect or misleading information

Proper Conduct
In dialogue and negotiations proper conduct shall be observed
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In dialogue and negotiations proper conduct shall be observed

Confidentinal information
Company representatives are to act with discretion and fully respect information obtained in 
confidence from a decision-maker unless this would be unlawful.

Independence
No financial dependency between pharmaceutical companies and decision-makers, for 
example support to political parties, elections funds, etc., are not permitted.



A huge challenge, 
but the lobby code is the first step
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